ON THE Lorg Island shore of Long
1sland Sowvnd, a few miles to the

west of Theodore Rooseveit's resi-
denece and the Scawanhaka-Corinthian
Yacht Clubhouse af Oyster Bay, there layv
several years aze a rolling strip of cofin-
try unimoroved. just it had been for
| Benerations, wWith a  few old-fashioned
Nuresteads scatteread here and there, and
4 mosquito ridden, pestiferous at
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ene <side¢. A wcalthy New Yorker came
alopg. and at small sums per acre picked

Up ihese farms, the owners selling gladly
and with a =light feeiing of contempt for

[ the buyer.
To-day he wWho drives, rides, or walks
over this corner of Long Island finds a

| tall iron fence, a mile back from the Sound
cazst line., shutiing these acres off. AS
he looks Metweon its bars the strip of coun-
tryside is 1o longer recognizable. Three
IShor‘t years have changed it boyvond il

Precedent. Where woeds and forests stood
there are now c¢icured ground, smooth, beau~
tiful squares, and panels of lawn. Mare
remarkable still, where there was bare hill-
side and uninteresting level thore are land-
Scape pictures and vistas of mighty trees
arranged so asvo give the most satisfactory
Ct et

This i= the country sent of William 1.
Guthric of New York, at l.attingtown, and
the transformation in the character of jts
Nillg, dales, and woodland has been Lrought
about through the modern. little understood
=cience of tree moving.

Given earte  blanche 1O eXPONSes,
made to teel that their bills will be hen-
ared  without cuestion, professional  tree
movers ¢can accompnplish wanders., In the
“nursgeries ' of a Long lsland garden.r,
on the great contral pliin close ta the
Wheatley Hills, there are, being trained,
with their branches in  cireular iron
Teages.””  (to  produce boxlike  effects,
2clid, thiek balls of green.) twn great bhay
trees, each twentv-two feoeot high and of
f:fteenr feet epread.

Some time ago, by special order. these
trecs were picked up somewhere along the
cecuntryside and transplanted with mueh
care amwl precision., so that not a tendril of
the smallest root should be injured. in
these "' nurseries.”” Two vears or so from
now porfect, full orown wrees, trained in
this effective fashion. thev will be dug
up again, carted on special trucks * crose
coeuntry U osome twenty miles. and set out
on the magnificent terrace of Castlegould,
F Mr. and Mre. Howard Gould's place at
" Port Washington. v
| This terrace is being built on g narrow
P hinff, and is almost entirely artificial, on
| pile construction. The long mansjon wil!
- Cover nearly all of this terrace. andg the
itr&nsrr!rznte:l bay trees will stand one at
- either end. The entire pictorial effect has
| been 0 marked ot by the Jandscape archi-
k ch and gardener 1that these trees, flank-
ing the mansion and raiced Tery high, will

bq seen from up or down the Sound for
miles,
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COST OF THE WORI.

Just what sum thesc two doubly trans-
pianted trees will cost before they fipally
et Into their appointed, designed place
cannot be estimated, for it has not yvet
been figurcd. Bur an instance of the scale
of =omn of these feats of tree moving of
the present may be found in four great
trees that have been sclected for (‘laf-.onco
Mackay. and are to be set out on his coun-
tryv seat at Roslyn, Harbor Hill. The ac-
quisition of these four trees will cost Mr.
Mackay 22000, or &0 apiece.

But to return to the Guthrie country
blace at TLattingtown, which is regarses)
by experts as one of the most notable ex-
amples of tree moving in Amecrica.

It is no =imple thing to move 2 treo
sofely, =0 that it will live and flourish. Tt
takes special tackle, specially trained men,
and much time, The actual moving of the
trees is but one part of the scicnhce and
art. in 2 measure the least part. The
main problem is to decide just what trees
are needed for a given picce of ground,
then to search over the countryside, per-
haps many miles. untii precisely the trees
are founrsl.

In the case of Mr. Guthrie's place the en-
tire face of nature was changed. Actually
when these adjoining farms were pur-
chased there was nothing but a view. But
in the exe of the landscape architect thig
bit of rolling country had great possi-
bilities. The saamp at one side could be
* =rubdued "—and this has since been done.
it only remained to pay no attention what-
ever to nature agnd make a new countryside
af it all. *

The house, a long mansion., was built
over and in a little valley, ils ends resting
on two small hills, Toward the water all
the woodland was cleared in a curving line,
and from the mansion’s back, overlooking
the Sound, the ground, instead of sloping,
was terraced in an Italian garden. 1t was
in the front of the houxe, however, that
the great and daring feat of tree moving
on a great scale was porformed.

A GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT.

A small forest originally stood here on
uneven ground. Getting in thelr minds to
a nicety, making up a definite picture pre-
cisely what was wanted, Mr. Guthrie and
hix landscape architect demolished the lituie
ferest with one blow as it werc. Not a tree
was left upon its acres. Then, tree by
t1ee. choosing each with care. the landscapc
gardener, leveiing, turfing, huilt up A
splendid lavwn.,  Fractically he painted a
new landscape in front of the house, mak-
ing uzse of not a vestige of the old material,
only using real trees iistead of paint and
coOnVvas.

Jt takes time to build up a fine, velvety
turf on bare ground, so that the great
Futhrie Iown is not as yet nearing com-
nletion, or will it be for several vears., But
‘he new landscape picture is there, the
Irees set in place. By nature it would
oke a hundred years and generatiouns of
gardeners 1o make such a lawn.

Some of the trees tlat have been moved
iere {0 zain this effect are @ Colorado blue
spruce, another spruce thitty feet tall, a
yiue Douglas fir, a Colorado pine, elms,
sugar and scarlet maples. None of these
1ave been selected haphazard. Each wasg
hosen to fit into & certain place in the
syicture. And in addition to the trees box-
vceod at least a century old was moved.

Thug the tree mover to-day has to be a
nan of parts, of artistic eve., far sighted-
1ess, and expedients. He must be a me-
'hanical expert as well, and a practical
rchitect and gardener. It is simple enough
o move trees ag trees, but these are speciaj
rees that if they do not survive trans-
ylanting, or for that matter do not con-
inue at their best, cannot be replaced and
uin the landscape carefully planned.

These are great trees, too; no srall
vditions, but old timers of enormous, wide-
preading roots. Frequently trees (fifty
ind  sixty - feet high and of great spread
\ave 1o be moyed.. It is no uncommon
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WONDERFUL WORK OF THE
PROFESSIONAL TREE MOVER

Changes Entire Appearance of Country Estates to Suit Ideas of
Owners-—Particular Trees Carefully Sought in Order to
Produce Effects in Detail-—Care in Handling.

thing on a great country place made beau~
tiful and ** old " almost in a day by mod-
ern science to transplant and moeve a single
tree Al a cost to the owner of the estate of
as much as 200, Bought from the farmer or
the old country place owner originally this
probably did not cost more than £20, or at
the most $40. The difference occurs in the
long process of scientific moving.

WHAT A “MOVER"™ MUST KNOW.

A landscape architect and gavrdener who
also is entitled te the name of * tree
maover "—and these are very few in nuni-
ber--has first of all to kuow individually
every tree not only for miles aroynd. but
for a distance. HHe must carry in his
mind's exe all of them. to be able to fit any
vne, or a half dozen of them, into the landa
scape picture he is composing. Then ha
must he able to wmnke the picture wwhich
his patron wants out of bare ground, to
create it from nothing, Or as in the case
of the Guthrie place., he may have to tear
away and level before he ¢can commoence.

All this s almost a new art and science,
and it is commencing to bhear fruit. There
is a Jarge and increasing demand for coun-
try places whose building up shall not be
the waork of years. The * tree mover '’
has fdund he can move ans huge old tree
in any length of box with absolute pre-
cision and surety. e may need fifty men
to get down, move acress country. and re-
raise some old giant that has becen standing
At g homestead's dootrs, but no tree is -
nossiblo. A

On bvaper or cardboard he sketches out
iz design. or perhaps he earriez it in his
mind alone. Then he pieks up the trees he
wants here and there, fitting his new land-
senpe together as a child does a dissceted
map. This interesting, artistic work,
the work of the architect and gardenerve
Not less interesting is that of the scientist,
the actual moving ot the tree.

THEORY AND PRACTICL.

This is perfection in its simplicity, theo-_{
retically,  Practically it is a never ending
series of probiems of mechanics, niceties
of handling, and care. The * tree mover ™
has halt a dozen different varieties of
trucks and derricks. It the first and
the most important of all questions which
ol these shall be used for the particular
{reoe ta Lo maved.

The first thing the men do is to get (0O
wark layving bure the roots by sloping ex<
cavations on either side of the trec. Thig
has 10 be done with the greatest precision.
With big. old trees the roots generally
spread out in a huge cirele, The shovel
must reach under the roots, but not too
far under, and must never strike them.
As the roots are uncovered the earth i
leasened from between them. picked out
caretully and tenderly by meu with picks,
working from both above and helon. Al
1his takes many hours, and when the roots
are by themselves, the carth all picked
away. the work of doing them -up In
bundles commences. e

Then comes the question of judgment as
to whether these geoores of buﬁcll'e;s Of roots,
lnid bare at the tearing vy of .each hig
tree, shall be protected. whethéer they can
safely be left as they are in transit, (care
being taken, of course, that they are not
rubbed azgainst,) or whether they should
he covered. ‘Fhis is a question that only
the tree moving expert can answer., but it
iz one of high importance. 1If it is decided
wrongly the tree may die after being trins-
planted. or 1 Jeast never thrive properly.
The decisian depends upou the weathep
ard upon the variety of tree that is being
moved. Same trees have far more sensise
tive roats than others.

While this excavating is going on the
cart and tackle are.drgwn up alongside, and
the trunk is firmly fastened to the cart's
long pole, then raized upright, but swing-
ing on a screw, When the roots are all
laid barc and the dirt packeéd away, done
up in bundles, these bundles .covered, If
that has seemed advisable,” with clay and
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burlaps. then the {ree is loose from the
ground. and its only =support is the dere
rick.

CARE IN TRANSPORTATION.

Carefully it is then swung into a horie
zontal position, the roots at the front of
the truck, the length of the tree stretehing
out behind. The branches are slowly
manipulated urntil they can bhe tied down
and togethierr as much a« possible, and these
can be safely bent to a greater degree than
one would expeect. The rootx (in front) are
tied to a root holder and, wherever pose
sible, bent under the axle and the steering
bar. If the journey is long the roots are
sprinkled on the way.

WWhen the tree’'s new gite is reached these
operations are reversed., 1t is kKnown just
how far the roots will spread, of course,
Men are> sent ahead ta turn up the ground,
to ecut it away in a huge circie. that the
tree may have a new bhed. Its old cone
ditions are reproduced as closely as poSw
sible.

The precise ii.ches of ground its trunk.
£shall stand on have bheen plotted out. Tha
truck brings it up to that point, and by
means of the screw the tree is raised
vertically and «et down gently. The pole
stilt holds it and carries its weight, howe-
ever, and daoes this until the last inch of
reot and tendril is unrolled.

Naw the workmen commence (o udwrip
the bundles of roote and to stretch them
out. As each is laid down in its place it ig
covered over with earth lghtly. Later on
additional coatings of earthh are shoveled
atop, I[If there are near by trees guy ropes
are ran to them from the new tree to
insure steadiness. Gradually the grip of
the truck's derrick relaxes, and at last it
can be dispensed with Altogether. Mean-
time streams of water have been played on
the dirt over the roots., and these begin to

take hold. Other men through all thess
proceedings have Dbeen unbinding the
branches.

Without disturbing or harming a single
twig, branch, or root a huge tree weighing
tons, a century old, perhaps, a veritable
mcnarch of the forest, has been transe
ported to a new site. It is Dbeing done
scores of times every year.

“No New Year’s Presents.”

N MAXNY bhakeries and confectionery es-
tablishments signs reading ** No New
Year's Presents’ were hung recently.,

One Broadway proprietor explained that for
vears it has been a custom with the trade
io make New Year's prisents to permanent

customers. and particularly to small re-
tatlers. But hecause of the great cost
of coal and flour and the gradual in-

crease in the price of other manufacturing
necessities, while there was no correspond-
ing increase in the selling prices of their
goods, it was decided this year to omjt the
usual New Year's gifts, and it was added
that, the custom once abandoned, there was
very little likelihood of its ever being rew

newed.
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